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We have no mails, and the telegraph lines have been cut;
so that we are without news or information from the outer
world.

Went to the President's at 12, being day of regular Cab-
inet-meeting. Messrs. Bates and Usher were there. The
President was signing a batch of commissions. Fessenden
is absent in New York. Blair informs me he had been early
at the council chamber and the President told him no mat-
ters were to be brought forward. The condition of affairs
connected with the Rebels on the outskirts was discussed.
The President said he and Seward had visited several of
the fortifications. I asked where the Rebels were in force.
He said he did not know with certainty, but he thought the
maui body at Silver Spring.

I expressed a doubt whether there was any large force at
any one point, but that they were in squads of from 500 to
perhaps 1500 scattered along from the Gunpowder to the
falls of the Potomac, who kept up an alarm on the outer
rim while the marauders were driving off horses and cattle.
The President did not respond farther than to again re-
mark he thought there must be a pretty large force in the
neighborhood of Silver Spring.

I am sorry there should be so little accurate knowledge
of the Rebels, sorry that at such a time there is not a full
Cabinet, and especially sorry that the Secretary of War is
not present. In the interviews which I have had with him,
I can obtain no facts, no opinions. He seems dull and stu-
pefied. Others tell me the same.

It was said yesterday that the mansions of the Blairs
were burned, but it is to-day contradicted.

Rode out this P.M. to Fort Stevens. Went up to the
summit of the road on the right of the fort. There were
many collected. Looking out over the valley below, where
the continual popping of the pickets was still going on,
though less brisk than yesterday, I saw a line of our men
lying close near the bottom of the valley. Senator Wade
came up beside me. Our views corresponded that the